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The world stands at a critical juncture,with less than six years remaining to the 2030
deadline. The progress on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) has been
uneven, fragile, and increasingly threatened by a convergence of crises such
asclimate-induced uncertainties, post-pandemic fiscal stress, geopolitical fractures,
and widening development inequalities. The United Nations SDG Summit (2023)
confirmed what the data had long suggested: that at the current pace, nearly 30 per
cent of SDG targets risk reversal by 2030. Transformative, accelerated, and financed
action is no longer optional, rather it is existential.
Against this backdrop, two distinct but complementary frameworks have emerged as
pathways to recalibrate the sustainability agenda. India's Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for
Environment), introduced at COP26 in 2021, positions individual and community
behaviour change, mindful consumption, sustainable production, and pro-planet
choices as a bottom-up driver of environmental transition, recognising that systemic
change must be anchored in cultural transformation. The European Green Pact,
Europe's flagship strategy for climate neutrality by 2050, represents the institutional
and regulatory architecture of a top-down green transition of binding targets, carbon
pricing, just transition funds, and sustainable finance taxonomies. Together, these
frameworks illuminate the full spectrum of the challenge, from grassroots lifestyle shifts
to sovereign fiscal mechanisms.
Financing remains the central constraint. The annual investment gap for SDG
achievement in developing countries is estimated at USD 4.2 trillion (UNCTAD, 2023).
Mobilising this required financing through climate bonds, blended finance, innovative
fiscal instruments, and reformed multilateral development bank mandates while
ensuring its equitable distribution across the Global South, is the defining fiscal
challenge of this decade.

This conference convenes scholars, policymakers, practitioners, and civil society
representatives to interrogate the pathways, tensions, and innovations at the
intersection of lifestyle transitions, green regulatory frameworks, and sustainable
financeall assessed against the benchmark of Agenda 2030. It is particularly timely
given the ongoing UN Summit of the Future (2024), the Financing for Development
Conference (2025), and the mid-term review of the Sendai Framework, all of which
demand coordinated intellectual and policy engagement.
The conference seeks to: (i) advance rigorous academic and policy analysis of the
drivers of and barriers to SDG achievement; (ii) critically evaluate the LiFE framework
as a behavioural and governance instrument; (iii) assess the Green Pact's global
externalities and lessons for developing economies; (iv) identify innovative and
equitable mechanisms for financing the sustainability transition; and (v) produce
actionable recommendations for multilateral, national, and subnational actors across
the Global South and North alike.

Motivation and Background

Relevance and Conference Objective



# Track Title Scope and Focus

I
LiFE and Behavioural
Transitions

Governance and grassroots dimensions of Mission
LiFE; behaviour change as climate policy; circular
economy and sustainable consumption; cultural
and community-led environmental transitions;
evidence from the Global South.

II
Green Pact:
Architecture and
Global Spillovers

EU Green Deal policy instruments, carbon border
adjustment mechanisms (CBAM), sustainable
finance taxonomy, and just transition frameworks;
implications for trade, industrialisation, and
regulatory sovereignty in developing countries.

III
Financing Sustainable
Development

SDG financing gaps and innovative instruments:
green bonds, blue bonds, blended finance, and
debt-for-nature swaps; reform of multilateral
development banks; sovereign climate funds;
climate justice and conditionality in development
finance.

IV
Climate Governance,
Equity, and the 2030
Agenda

SDG interlinkages, trade-offs, and synergies; loss
and damage finance; adaptation finance and
climate vulnerability; fiscal federalism and
subnational sustainability governance; gender and
intersectional equity in sustainable development
policy.

V
Technology,
Innovation, and Green
Transitions

Clean energy transitions and technology transfer;
digital public infrastructure for sustainability
monitoring; green industrial policy and economic
complexity; evidence-based pathways for
decarbonisation in agriculture, manufacturing, and
urban systems.

Suggested Conference Tracks

Note: While the listed themes are indicative, we welcome all
scholarly research exploring the financial dimensions of the SDGs
and Agenda 2030.



Established on March 29, 2022, the Society for Pathways to Sustainability (PathS) is a
charitable organization dedicated to advancing sustainable development through
interdisciplinary research and policy advocacy. With a diverse membership of over
233 researchers, academicians, and policymakers, the Society translates empirical
findings into strategies that enhance global well-being. Its core focus areas include
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), gender equality, environmental
management, financial inclusion, and public policy planning, ensuring a holistic
approach to modern sustainability challenges.

The Society is distinguished by its extensive history of impactful conferences. PathS
has organized ten major events to date: the First International Conference on Higher
Education and SDGs (Haryana, 2022); Second on Green Finance (New Delhi, 2023);
Third on Economic Growth (Meerut, 2023); and the Fourth and Fifth on SDG Strategies
and Policies (Panipat and Rewari, 2024). These were followed by a National
Conference on Building Sustainable India (Indore, 2024), the Sixth International on the
Circular Economy (Jodhpur, 2024), the Seventh focused on Agenda 2030 (Nigeria,
2025), the Eighth on Theory and Practice (Shillong, 2025), and the Ninth on Holistic
Sustainability (New Delhi, 2026).

Beyond academic dialogue, PathS actively engages in grassroots outreach through
sustainability awareness camps in states such as Haryana, Tamil Nadu, and Assam.
To support its mission and join its professional network, individuals can apply for Life
Membership at a fee of ₹10,000. For those interested in participating in their ongoing
efforts to bridge systems, societies, and cultures, further information and resources
are available at their official website, www.paths.co.in.

About: Society for Pathways to Sustainability (PathS)



GIFTis located at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala and is a premier autonomous
institution of the Government of Kerala recognised by the Indian Council of Social
Science Research (ICSSR). It was established in 1992 and renamed in 2009 to be
called the Centre of Taxation Studies named after one of the most renowned
economists, Professor Iqbal Singh Gulati. The institute is a specialised research,
training and consultancy centre of excellence in the field of public economics hence
playing the role of bridging the gap between theory and the actual fiscal policy. It
provides the input that is essential to the State Government on matters relating to
public finance, taxation, and fiscal federalism and its interdisciplinary faculty, which
includes economics, law, and commerce, has been involved in national-level policy
debates and the adoption of reforms such as the Goods and Services Tax (GST).

Academic activities of the institute include a demanding PhD-level course in Social
Sciences, as well as a flagship course Post-Graduate Diploma in GST (PGD-GST),
which aims to prepare practitioners and officials to become more competent
professionals. The organisation is also a platform of knowledge dissemination; it
publishes the quarterly journal Kerala Economy, Kerala Tax Reporter and regular news
about the Indian economy. Its pillars of research focus on the public revenue,
expenditure, debt management and gender sensitive budgetary management,
hence making fiscal governance equitable and sustainable. The institute remains
central in strengthening the fiscal structure of Kerala and South India through
extended training programmes and policy research based on evidence.

About: The Gulati Institute of Finance and Taxation (GIFT)



Nalanda University: Nalanda University is inspired by the legacy of the ancient
Nalanda Mahavihara, a celebrated center of learning established during the reign of
Emperor Kumaragupta (413–455 CE). Known for its inclusive and interdisciplinary
approach, the ancient university attracted scholars from across Asia, including China,
Korea, Japan, and Southeast Asia. Eminent thinkers such as Nagarjuna, Dharmakirti,
and Shantideva were associated with it, while the Chinese scholar Xuanzang studied
there in the 7th century.
Revived as a modern institution, Nalanda University was established under the
Nalanda University Act, 2010, and began functioning in 2014. Its global vision is
supported by an intergovernmental MoU signed at the 8th East Asia Summit in 2013,
with participation from 18 countries. The University promotes inter-civilizational
dialogue and seeks to reconnect historical Asian linkages through interdisciplinary
teaching and research.
Nalanda offers international master’s, PhD, and short-term programs, attracting a
diverse global student body. It is also India’s first net-zero campus, emphasizing
sustainability through eco-friendly infrastructure. Through its Sahbhagita initiative,
the University actively engages with nearby villages to promote livelihoods, education,
and sustainable development, reflecting its commitment to inclusive growth.

About Nalanda University



Best Paper Awards
Best paper awards will be given to encourage quality research in each track. The best
paper awards will be given to those participants who adhered to all guidelines of the
conference abstract, registration and full paper as per deadline.

Publication Opportunities
Selected quality papers shall be considered for publication in an Edited Book (ISBN)
from a reputed international publisher or an International Journal. The publication of
a paper will be subject to the referees’decision and submission of a copyright
agreement and zero plagiarism report.
A list of peer reviewed journals, UGC care listed journals and Scopus / WoS listed
journals will also be displayed on the conference website for the publication of quality
manuscripts submitted and presented in the conference as per the respective journal
policy and APC (if any).

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEE

The registration form along with the payment details will be sent with the acceptance
of the abstract. The registration fee includes participation in all technical sessions,
conference kit, copy of the book, certificates, and refreshments. For the online
participants, it includes the certificate of paper presentationand twin-share
accommodation (25th October evening to 28th Morning). Registration and payment
details follow abstract acceptance.

Instructions for Authors
The interested participants may send an extended abstract of research paper (upto
1000 words) or a poster byJuly 31, 2026. The extended abstract should contain the
following sections: Introduction (200 words), Methodology/ Conceptual framework
(150 words), Rationale/justification of the study (100 words), Results and discussion
(200 words) and Expected outcome and policy implication (350 words). 

The decision for acceptance of the abstract shall be conveyed on Auguts 20, 2026.
Full research paper in MS-word format (Times New Roman, Font-12, line spacing 1.5
and up to 8000 words (including references and appendix) in APA style or Chicago
style) may be sent by September 30, 2026. 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES FOR CONFERENCE

Email address for any query:
conferencegiftpaths@gmail.com

Link for sending extended abstract:

https://forms.gle/sTAaKo7bWwjfiHbm8

mailto:conferencegiftpaths@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/sTAaKo7bWwjfiHbm8
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New Delhi.
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Prof. Surender Mor
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Dr. Kishore Kumar Dhavala
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Studies
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Note: 
The non-refundable registration fee is per author.
All authors and co-authors must register separately, but those submitting multiple
papers need only register once. 
Only registered authors will be issued certificate of participation. 



Ahuja, Prof. Kanhaiya – Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore, Madhya Pradesh
Anand, Prof. Subash – Delhi School of Economics, New Delhi
Aneja, Prof. Ranjan – Central University of Haryana, Mahendergarh
Asawa, Prof. Anurag – Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics, Pune, Maharashtra
Ashta, Prof. Ashok – The University of Kitakyushu, Japan
Aggarwal, Anju – Professor, Jai Narain Vyas University, Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Aggarwal, Devika – Professor, Purnima University, Jaipur
Baliyan, Prof. Kavita – Giri Institute of Development Studies, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
Bamba, Dr. Meera-    Indira Gandhi University, Rewari, Haryana
Bansal, Prof. Sanjeev – Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra, Haryana
Bansal, Dr.  Urshita -The Technological Institute of Textiles and Sciences, Bhiwani
Batra, Prof. Vikas – Indira Gandhi University, Rewari, Haryana
Bharatwal, Prof. Sunita – Chaudhary Bansi Lal University, Bhiwani, Haryana
Bhardwaj, Prof. Anshu- Bhagat Phool Singh Mahila Vishwavidyalaya, Sonipat, Haryana 
Bhardwaj, Dr. Jai Kishan – Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra, Haryana
Bhattacharyyam, Dr. Rituparna – University of Science and Technology, Meghalaya
Bhowmik, Prof. Indraneel – Tripura University, Agartala, Tripura
Bishnoi, Prof. N.K. – Guru Jambeshwer University of Science & Technology, Hisar, Haryana
Chanu, AyekpamIbemcha – Professor, Bodoland University, Assam
Chauhan, Prof. Ashok Kumar– Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra, Haryana
Devi, Sheela – Associate Professor, Bhagat Phool Singh Mahila Vishwavidyalaya, Sonipat
Dahiya, Prof. Varuna Tehlan – Bhagat Phool Singh Mahila Vishwavidyalaya, Sonipat,
Haryana
Das, Prof. Madhushree – Gauhati University, Guwahati, Assam
Dutta, Dr. Mala – Cotton University, Guwahati, Assam
Giri, Prof. Arun Kumar, BITS, Pilani Campus, Pilani, Rajasthan, India
Gaur, Prof. Arti – Chaudhary Devi Lal University, Sirsa, Haryana
Gaurav, Dr. Kumar – Maharaja Surajmal Institute, Janakpuri, New Delhi
Goyal, Prof. Krishn Awatar – Jai Narain Vyas University, Jodhpur, Rajasthan
Goyal, Dr. Surabhi – Gurugram University, Gurugram, Haryana
Huddar, Satish R – Joint Director, Govt. of Karnataka, Bangalore
Jana, Prof. Narayan Chandra – The University of Burdwan, West Bengal
Kait, Dr. Rohtash – Chaudhary Devi Lal University, Sirsa, Haryana
Kar, Prof. Bimal K. – Gauhati University, Guwahati, Assam
Kewlani, Dr. Jasleen-Rajiv Gandhi National University of law, Punjab, Patiala
Khatri, Prof. Parkash Vir – Former Professor, SSN College, University of Delhi, New Delhi
Kohli, Prof. Shaveta – Central University of Jammu, J&K

PathS Advisory Board

Dr. Anoop S Kumar, Assistant Professor, Gulati Institute of Finance and Taxation
Dr. Kiran Kumar Kakarlapudi, Assistant Professor, Gulati Institute of Finance and
Taxation
Dr. Renjith PS, Assistant Professor, Gulati Institute of Finance and Taxation
Dr. UP Anil Kumar, Assistant Professor, Gulati Institute of Finance and Taxation
Dr. Sumalatha BS, Assistant Professor, Gulati Institute of Finance and Taxation
Dr. Meenu Mohan, Assistant Professor, Gulati Institute of Finance and Taxation
Dr. Vidya V Devan, Assistant Professor, Gulati Institute of Finance and Taxation
Dr. Nirmal Roy VP, Assistant Professor, Gulati Institute of Finance and Taxation
Dr. Akhil MP, Assistant Professor, Gulati Institute of Finance and Taxation
Dr. Geetha Rani V, Assistant Professor, Gulati Institute of Finance and Taxation
Dr. Muneer Magry, Assistant Professor, School of Management Studies, Nalanda
University
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Kopala, Prof. Martina Rani – Karunya Institute of Technology and Sciences, Coimbatore
Kumar, Dr. Amit – National Institute of Technology, Patna, Bihar
Kumar, Prof. Ashish – Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, New Delhi
Kumar, Dr. Pankaj – D.S. College, Katihar, Purnia University, Bihar
Kumar, Dr. Rajesh – National Institute of Fashion Technology, Patna, Bihar
Kumar, Dr. Sandeep – Dr. Shakuntala Misra National Rehabilitation University, Lucknow
Kumar, Prof. Sanjeev – Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut, Uttar Pradesh
Kumar, Dr. Shailender – Institute for Studies in Industrial Development (ISID), New Delhi
Kumar, Prof. Satish- Indira Gandhi University, Rewari, Haryana
Kumar, Dr. Sumit – Central University of Haryana, Mahendergarh
Kundu, Prof. T. R. – Former Professor (Emeritus), Kurukshetra University, Haryana
Kukreja, Sumita – Associate Professor, Maharaja Surajmal Institute, Janakpuri, New Delhi
Madan, Prof. Sonu – Dr. B.R. Ambedkar University, New Delhi
Matos, Dr. Deepali- Bhagat Phool Singh Mahila Vishwavidyalaya, Sonipat, Haryana
Marvah, Prof. Reena- University of Delhi
Mavi, Prof. Anupreet Kaur – Panjab University, Chandigarh
Mehta, Dr Swati-Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, Punjab
Misra, Prof. Roli-Lucknow University, Uttar Pradesh
Mishra, Prof. Pabitra Kumar – Central University of Punjab, Bathinda
Mittal, Prof. Anil – Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra, Haryana
Mohandas, Dr. MB – Advisor (International Commerce, Shipping & Logistics), Thrissur,
Kerala
Nagarale, Prof. Virendra – SNDT Women University, Pune, Maharashtra
Nongbet, Dr. Amilia – University of Science and Technology, Meghalaya
Panda, Prof. Bhagirathi, North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong.
Pandya, Prof. Kirankumar – Provost, Sarvajanik University, Jamnagar, Gujarat
Paul, Prof. Mansingh J. – Vellore Institute of Technology, Vellore, Tamil Nadu
Pavul, Dr. Jegan – Director, A.V.V.M. Sri Pushpam College, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu
Paul, Jyoti – Professor, Dyal Singh College, University of Delhi
Rana, Dr. Tanvi – Maharaja Surajmal Institute, Janakpuri, New Delhi
Rani, Dr. Anju – Bhagat Phool Singh Mahila Vishwavidyalaya, Sonipat, Haryana
Rani, Prof. Sarla – Bhagat Phool Singh Mahila Vishwavidyalaya, Sonipat, Haryana
Rengarajan, Prof. V. – Former Consultant, Madras Institute of Development Studies,
Chennai
Rana, Sarita – Associate Professor, Maharaja Surajmal Institute, Janakpuri, New Delhi
Sahu, Dr. Naresh Chandra – IIT Bhubaneshwar, Odisha
Sangwan, Dr. Amit – Chaudhary Devi Lal University, Sirsa, Haryana
Shams, Dr. Tanwi – National Law University Odisha, Cuttack, Odisha
Sharma, Prof. Bhavna – Bhagat Phool Singh Mahila Vishwavidyalaya, Sonipat, Haryana
Sharma, Prof. Prabhat- LBS Government College Kotputli, Rajasthan
Sharma, Dr. Rajeev-Amity University, Jaipur, Rajasthan
Sharma, Prof. Ravendra Kumar – Ch. Charan Singh University, Meerut, Uttar Pradesh
Sharma, Prof. Supran Kumar – Sri Mata Vaishno Devi University, Katra, J&K
Singh, Prof. Atvir – Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut, Uttar Pradesh
Singh, Dr. Jaspal – National Institution for Transforming India (NITI Aayog)
Singh, Dr. Kamal – Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamsala
Singh, Prof. Rajbir, Director, Maharaja Surajmal Institute, Janakpuri, New Delhi
Singh. Dr. Ombir,Gautam Budha University, Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh
Singh, Prof. Vikram – Chaudhary Devi Lal University, Sirsa, Haryana
Sivasubramaniyan, Prof. K. – St. Peter’s Institute of Higher Education and Research,
Chennai
Srinagesh, Prof. Bathula – Osmania University, Hyderabad, Telangana



Adhikari, Prof. Pawan – University of Essex, UK
Aggarwal, Prof. Aradhna – (Former) Copenhagen Business School, Denmark
Ashta, Prof. Arvind – Toulouse School of Management, Toulouse, France
Biasin, Prof. Massimo – University of Macerata, Macerata, Italy
Caseau, Prof. Cornelia – Burgundy School of Business, Dijon Cedex, France
Couchoro, Prof. Mawuli Kodjovi – Université de Lomé, Togo
Dahiya, Prof. Bharat – Thammasat University, Bangkok, Thailand
Duarte, Dr. Nelson – School of Management and Technology, Porto Polytechnic, Portugal
Gautam, Prof. Dhruba Kumar – Vice Chancellor, Mid-West University, Nepal
Ishigami, Prof. – Hosei University, Japan
Lema, Prof. Rasmus – University of Johannesburg, South Africa
Mishra, Prof. R. K. – Former, Institute of Public Enterprise, Hyderabad, India
Muchie, Prof. Mammo – Tshwane University of Technology, Pretoria, South Africa
Nugroho, Dr. Lucky – Universitas Mercu Buana, Jakarta, Indonesia
Pradhan, Prof. Radhe S. – Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu, Nepal
Ranjan, Prof. Rajesh – Universidad Panamericana, Mexico
Vancea, Dr. Mihaela – Universitat de Barcelona, Spain
Sekik, Prof. Kohei- Shimane University, Japan
Waltz, Prof. Rainer – Fraunhofer Institute for Systems and Innovation Research (ISI), Germany

Contact: 

Dr. Aswathy Rachel Varughese 
Gulati Institute of Finance and Taxation (GIFT), Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. 

Phone: +91-94978 85522

Prof. Surender Mor 
Professor, Department of Economics, BPS Women University, Khanpur Kalan, Sonipat, Haryana, 131305. 

Phone:  +91-97291 85100

International Advisory Board

Suryavanshi, Dr. Aarti – Manav Rachna International Institute (MRIIRS), Haryana
Shimpi, Leena Sharad – Professor, Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar University, Lucknow
Singh, J. P – Professor (Retd), Haryana Agricultural University, Hisar
Singh, Sanjeet – Professor, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamsala
Somara, S.S. – Professor, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur
Tandon, Dr. Anjali – Institute for Studies in Industrial Development (ISID), New Delhi
Vatta, Prof. Kamal – Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana, Punjab
Verma, Prof. Amandeep – Central University of Haryana, Mahendergarh
Verma, Prof. Neera – Gurugram University, Gurugram, Haryana
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